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Key Stage 4 Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics)  

Learning Leader Contact Information Phone: 01604 862125 or 
01908 563468 

Email: 
Kieran.hart@ewsacademy.org.uk 

Examination Board AQA  Specification Code Religious Studies A 8062.  

Subject Content 

 
Students study a full course GCSE that consists of the study of religion and beliefs (50%) and thematic studies (50%).  
 
At EWS we have selected Christianity and Islam as the two religions studied (with the exception of 2018-2019 Year 
11s who are studying Christianity and Judaism). This reflects their relative numbers of adherents and the impact 
that each has on life in modern Britain.  
 
Students will study Christian & Islamic beliefs/practices in detail and will be able to critically evaluate and compare 
a variety of understandings and views within each religion. Students will also study the following thematic units: 
 

 Religion and Life (including euthanasia, abortion, environmental ethics, and animal rights).  
 Religion, Peace, and Conflict (which is a broader investigation of the Year 8 unit).  
 Religion, Crime and Punishment (including capital/corporal punishment, the aims of punishment, and the 

relative success of each).  
 Revelation and the existence of God (including arguments for and against God’s existence, claimed sources 

of religious knowledge, and miracles).  

Additional Equipment Required:  
Students should purchase the AQA A RS (9-1) Revision guide from CGP. This can be most easily ordered through 
Amazon. If students are unsure of the correct choice, their class teacher can advise them.  

Assessment Details 

At the end of Year 11, students will sit two exams. Both are 1 hour 45 minutes long. Students will be required to 
complete a variety of written answers: from multiple choice to extended essay writing.  
 
During their learning in Years 9, 10, and 11 students will regularly be given in class tests that mirror their final exam 
style and will be given detailed feedback on their strengths and areas of need.  

What can I do to support my child at home? 

Encourage regular revision, from the start of the course, as the course is 3 years long and students will not have time 
to go back over all material in the classroom. Students will also be set regular homework and should be encouraged to 
complete it.  
Students should also be encouraged to engage in current affairs and critically evaluate the responses to events and 
ideas, whilst forming their own considered viewpoint.  

Teaching Staff Contact Details 
Name Role Email Tel 

Mr Kieran Hart Learning Lead for RS Kieran.hart@ewsacademy.org.uk 01908 563468 

Mrs Charlotte Gordon Teacher of RS and 
Progress Lead for Key 
Stage 3 on North site.  

Charlotte.Gordon@ewsacademy.org.uk 01604 862125 
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